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assignment
edward

L

TO KONA

clissold

elder roscoe cox was one of his strongest missionaries
sion aries was fluent in the language and would be of great help
to me as 1I strove to learn the language
he told me 1I would go by ship to hilo since the ships to
the kona side of the big island were infrequent and that from
hilo 1I would be taken to kona by one of the members with a car
in going by car he said 1I would be passing through kau and

my compan
companion
lon
ion

the assignment to kona came to me while laboring at laie
1I had been in the
from E wesley smith the mission president
1I was
islands four months having arrived july 27 1921
married and left my wife in salt lake city expecting a child in
december
Wahi awa
spent one month in the oahu conference wahiawa
Wai
waialua
alua pearl city and waianae
waialae areas 1I was then transferred
to laie to work in the temple the temple had been in operation
less than two years and the ordinance work was carried on largely
by the temple president his assistant the recorder and the
needless to say 1I enjoyed this work immensely
missionaries
and in the three months formed a lasting love for the temple and
its ordinances
when 1I told the missionaries and the saints in laie about
my assignment
the usual question was what have you done to
deserve this banishment
kona had the reputation of being the
most primitive area in the mission and since there was no transpor tation available for missionaries laboring there involved a
portation
great deal of walking
I1 had

left laie with

regrets

Na poopoo both of which areas were in
south kona on the way to napoopoo
the southern hawaii conference
brother sam john an elder in the hilo conference had been
asked by letter by president smith to take me to kona we left

at 500 in the morning not long after leaving the boundaries
fern forests
fem
of the hilo sugar plantation we entered the ohia and fea
these became thicker as we ascended and when we reached the
volcano area we were surrounded by great trees ferns and a
variety of vegetation
we had lunch at the volcano house and 1I was intrigued by
the columns of steam rising all around us from the hotel lanai
we looked across two miles of black lava constituting the floor
of the old kilauea crater only a small portion of it was still
active evidenced on the far side by a column of steam and smoke
we went on in brother johns T model ford without incident
along the forests across kau desert and through the plantawe crossed several laval flows
Naa lehu
cahala and naalehu
tion towns of pahala
one or two so recent that the roads through the flows had not
been paved and consisted of crushed and rolled lava
we arrived at napoopoo
Na poopoo in the late afternoon of november 17

in honolulu
for a day and a night before the ship sailed for the big island
I1 had several discussions with prisident
pr4sident smith he told me that
president
1I was going to the largest conference in the mission
that in
the 130 mile length of the conference there were about 300
saints and because of their being widely scattered over the area
it was difficult to organize and operate branches he said that
1I

some

on november 15
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the next morning brothers john and davis left to return to
hilo brother cox and 1I sat down to make plans for our work
he said that he had heard from president smith that I1 was spending much time and effort studying the language and for that
reason had been sent to kona to be tutored by him and to labor
1I told elder cox
with people most of whom spoke only hawaiian
that 1I was determined to learn the language that in setting
me apart as a missionary elder melvin ballard had stated that 1I
was being sent to the right place that 1I would find the food
palatable the conditions agreeable and that the language would
1I added that 1I expected this blessing
be given to me as a gift
only after the maximum effort on my part that 1I had been memorizing ten hawaiian words a day since 1I first went to laie and
that 1I would greatly appreciate his help his answer was that
As 1I found
from that time forth we would converse in hawaiian
myself unable to give expression in hawaiian I1 was to revert
to english only long enough to give him the thought and he
would tell me how to say it in hawaiian

to find elder roscoe cox and elder boyd davis at the mission
home busily engaged making sandwiches for the conference to be
held the next day

after dinner as we sat around in the lamplight there being
no electricity in the house elder cox told us that the house
belonged co
to a brother and sister makekau of honolulu since
leaving kona they had given

it

rent free for the use of the

mission like most kona houses it stood on stilts making a
free space underneath the outside walls of which were lattice
and the area enclosed used mostly for storage of one kind or
another

elder cox described the limits of the conference 130 miles
long and from the top of the mountain to the seashore and about
his and elder boyds work he told me that my clothes polished
shoes and a serge suit were not suitable for kona and that 1I
should get much heavier shoes and have a khaki suit made the
trousers of which should be made as riding pants to accommodate
putteen
put
puttees
tees the full uniform consisted of the khaki suit khaki
shirt black tie and a lauhala hat the shoes were made useful
by nailing a half sole made from the tread of an automobile
tire elder cox and elder davis were wearing such clothes and
chac
chat
brother cox said thac
that all of the missionaries on the big island
who labored in the country districts and had much walking to do
1I went to bed
over lava flows wore this type of clothing
very favorably impressed with the south hawaii conference and
elder cox ay new companion

this

frustrating to me and on many
resorted to violence as he interrupted

program was very

occasions 1I could have

me

coat tail when 1I was speaking
and used english in anything but the words necessary to introduce
myself
I1 had the good sense however to know that it was all
for my benefit and so persevered
and

particularly

as he pulled

after our discussion we
elder coxs vegetable garden

my

made a

tour of the large yard and

potatoes tomatoes squash and beans and
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carrots sweet
there were numerous

he was growing
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the ground had a volcanic
base and was only suited for garden in spots between the rocks
where much digging had pulverized the lava and rotting vegetation
papaya and banana trees on the

had made

lot

after three or four days at the mission home we packed our
Na poopoo for a tour of our
paikis
faikis small suitcase and left napoopoo
the north in traveling from the mission home on the
seashore up to the county road which encircles the island a
distance of about three miles we passed the coffee mill and
the drying platforms this plant exuded a pungent odor not
from the coffee bean but from the drying husks that cover the bean
the climb was steep and required some effort the traffic
was sparse and very seldom did any vehicle pass which offered any
relief to us from our strenuous walking
our conference district extended from the volcano on the
except for the
Puna nahulu on the north
south and east around to punanahulu

district to

soil

elder cox explained that he and elder davis depended
largely upon the garden for food as the nearest store was three
miles away and very little fresh food was obtainable at it
their diet consisted of vegetables and fruits from the yard
condensed
sed
saloon crackers in cans some canned jellies meats conden
milk diluted to pour over boiled squash and fish and poi when
given to them by the saints
when 1I asked about the source of water 1I was told the people
in kona depended almost entirely upon rain for their drinking
water each house had a large tank into which the tin roof

kau desert

with no electricity dependence was placed upon a kerosene
stove for cooking A portable tin box was set over the burners

facility

was needed

on one occasion soon

raisins at the store

after arriving

we

in the whole length of kona some 75 or 80 miles there were no
agricultural products other than coffee and fruit in fact the
whole area is the western slope of mauna loa
from a distance
the slope looked so gradual one could imagine riding up on it
on a bicycle
but there being no plateaus or flat places areas
grounds athletic fields etc had
playgrounds
to be used for school play
to be made by cutting into the moutain side and leveling

bought a package of

and when 1I read a recipe for

raisin pie

the county

road ran through little villages and clusters of homes
1I learned that the area of the big island is about 4000
square miles being two thirds of the total area of all the
islands and that the population of the big island was around
60000 people making the population density about 15 persons to
the square mile the people lived largely on the seashore or
along the highway there being very little usable land in between

valleys and gutters drained the rains were sufficiently heavy
and frequent to keep the tanks full most of the time but
occasionally the sediment coming through the tap indicated that
the water was getting low in the tank

when an oven

kahuhu and papa
and 18 miles between kahuku

on

the package 1I thought I1 would venture it we had no flour or
shortening but I1 borrowed a small amount from the mother of the
owner of the mission home
the pie turned out pretty well and
elder cox was delighted
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coffee groves along the highway were owned or operated
largely by japanese occasionally an hawaiian home would have a
few trees
the hawaiians living in the area depended upon dryland taro for poi and every family had some area or contact at
the beach for fishing these two staples fish and poi augmented
with canned corned beef and fruits and vegetables constituted
the mainstay of the hawaiians diet
we had several chapels scattered through the district all
of which were old and situated on parcels of land where there
were outcroppings of lava and the inevitable guava and lantana
no attempt had been made or was being made to beautify
bushes
the chapel sites
it was thought sufficient to keep the path to
the front door open and keep the building clean
As elder cox and I1 walked along the highways we greeted
people at work in their yards and stopped to talk when ever

important things f irst that
I1 was greatly blessed in having a wonderful companion a man
friendly and understanding deeply
full of faith and diligence friendlyand
in love with the work of the lord and the hawaiian people secondly
1I got a fairly good idea of the pattern of missionary work in
kona at that time
the saints being scattered as they were and
from

this journey 1I learned

two

transportation being practically nill the chapels were only
partly filled on sunday and the branch organizations were far
from being complete
this necessitated the teaching of widely
different ages of children in one class and as there was little
lesson material in hawaiian it became necessary to translate
the reading material for the older group
since the missionaries only two in this large district were
unable to be at but one chapel each sunday several weeks would
pass before a particular branch could be visited again and in the
meantime the work would be entirely under the direction of the
branch president and his helpers the sunday meetings were augmented
by cottage meetings which were held by the missionaries as they
traveled from place to place and were able to gather the saints
in a home As the missionaries visited the saints in a particular
area to give notice of a cottage meeting they would contact non
members and invite their attendance
at the same time they
would promote such gospel conversation as was appropriate and

I1

opportunity afforded a conversation one early morning we saw
1I said
a suntanned man approaching us
this japanese is up
early
brother cox said he is not japanese he is hawaiian
chayo gozaimasu
ohayo
As we passed 1I said
brother cox said
aloha nui
the man answered good morning and walked on
elder cox knew well the areas where the saints and other
breaking away from the
hawaiians lived and we were continually breakingaway
we were
smooth highway to climb up or down to these homes
always warmly received and invited to stay if evening was
on this trip we were gone from the mission home
coming on
lays slept in 19 different homes and walked about
for 21 days
10 miles
lor

leave tracts
the infrequency of the attendance of missionaries at the
chapel meetings because of the size of the district and the
much of the contact with the
difficulty of travel resulted in nuch
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in cottage meetings the prime responsibility
of the missionaries was to keep in touch with the members where
ever they lived to hold cottage meetings as frequently as possible
to proselyte among non members inviting them to services and
holding leadership meetings with the branch officers whenever
possible this program relegated true missionary work teaching
non members to the second of the elders responsibilities
record keeping was no small task as diligent elders were
continually finding members who had moved into the area or had
been inadvertently overlooked by previous missionaries
elder coxs work as conference president was to keep a
complete record of our visits and of the branch organization
meetings the cottage meetings and the ordinances that were
performed we had an occasional baptism of a child who had
reached the age of eight and after one intensive campaign throughout the whole district had a special baptismal day on which 19
adults and children were baptized and confirmed into the church
this pattern of missionary work was pleasant and gratifying
as the members responded so joyously to the missionary visits
and the cottage meetings
to the missionary who wanted to
spend all of his time carrying his message to the nonmember
non member
however the pattern left much to be desired
Hawaii ans
the population of the kona area consisted mostly of hawaiians
japanese haoles
hables and a few each of other races
Hawaii ans with few exceptions were the older people
the hawaiians
and the very young the older teenagers and the young married
couples having left for school or to work in more lucrative
areas

saints being

the
1920s the hawaiians were at the height of their
the1920s
in che
mail
mall
political powers others of the population mali
malibinis
malihinis
binis except
hinis
a few haoles
hables had not become sufficiently assimilated to be
deciding factors at the polls As a result practically all
they were the legHawaii ans
elective offices were held by hawaiians
islators
isla tors the county supervisors the county clerks and treasurers
the police and police court judges the court attendants and
school teaching staffs they did much of the road building and
maintenance and were the principal laborers at the docks
the japanese in kona were mostly of the first generation and
few of them understood english
they had come to hawaii as
indentured plantation workers and had spread out into the communi ties seeking their own livelihood after their contracts were
munities

made

completed

haoles living in the area mostly in the plantation
the hables
towns at the ranch centers and ports were in supervisory
positions either in commerce the sugar plantations and mills
or on the ranches many of them
then could trace their roots back
ous who came seeking
to the first missionaries or the adventureous
adventure
opportunities in new fields
As to the religion of the people in kona it was somewhat as
Hawaii ans of a naturally religious nature
follows
the hawaiians
belonged either to the catholic the calvin or the mormon church
the mormons were in the minority and although the mission
had been in the islands seventy years conversion of the natives
was slow

buddhists
the japanese were mostly budhists
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quiet and unseen the language
barrier isolated them from close association with the other
races and eliminated them as prospects for proselyting
hables living in kona claimed a variety of religious
the haoles
persuasions
those who were descendants of the original calvin
missionaries were devout supporters of the protestant church in
kealakekua
Kealakekua how deeply their religious background influenced
their lives 1I didnt know but they seemed content with their
church connections and it supplied the real or imagined need of
some relationship with god
contacts with these people and the faculties of the schools
afforded welcome opportunity for discussing the gospel in english
they seemed to enjoy the visits of the missionaries were always
hospitable frequently offering bed and board for a day or two
but somewhat indifferent to the missionaries message most
host of
them had automobiles and could travel to their own chapel an
imposing one in kealakekua
Kealakekua in the center of the kona area
one of such contacts which was a joy to make was a family
living in kailua the main port of kona the father of the family
was a member of the church but had been inactive for many years
mainly because of the lack of a branch organization in his area
he had a fine modern home a lovely wife and three children and
the missionaries were always welcome there the welcome was
especially warm when the fathers mother from ogden was visiting
with the family she had been a relief society president was a
very faithful latterday
latter day saint and took a motherly interest in
the missionaries and their welfare
temples and

their worship

eager that the wife hear our message and made it a
point to talk to her at length several times she finally found
herself debating whether she should embrace mormonism her
1I was

was

husbands religion and bring with her her three children into
the church or continue
continiAe studying the literature and attending her
own church which she did regularly at kealakekua
Kealakekua until such cime
time
dine
tine
as a church organization was effected in kailua which could offer
her children the degree of excellence in religious instruction
that they were receiving at her own church she explained this
dilemma to me one day and then added that she hoped 1I would agree
that she owed it to her children to take them to her own church
for the time being
1I saw clearly that if she had the faith she could join the
church and with her talents and prestige help build in kailua
an organization which would be entirely satisfactory to her my
vocal answer however was that 1I was sure in time she would join
the church and 1I hoped until that time came she would continue to
study and teach her children from the church literature which her
mother
motherinlaw
in law made sure was in their home
across from their modern
modem home was the courthouse and along
side of it the county jail the jailer was on our list as an
investigator and like paul of old we finally baptized him and
his family they became stalwarts and around this family a
substantial branch was eventually built in kailua
another pleasant contact was at the ranch in puuanahulu
some of our
this was the center of a large cattle operation and sone
we
he were always welcome at the
members worked for the owner
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ranch headquarters and never failed to be invited to stay over-

1I

accepted the hospitality with gratitude but were
never able to reciprocate to the point of their accepting our
gift the gospel
all of these fine haole people throughout our district were
completely absorbed in the management of their own affairs whether
commerce
nerce or fishing
it was coffee growing cattle raising commerce
enterprises and had little time or interest to give to young
missionaries who devoted their time to walking through the area
visiting and working with the hawaiian people

night

we

the climate could be described
with slight modification by one word perfect only occasionally
m
heavy or the sun too hot
were the sto
storms
most of the time the
temperature was delightful with little variance the year around
and the seasons only slightly marked by an over abundance of
rain or lack of it
As a result of these more or less even climatic conditions
and fertile soil where the lava had not covered it fruit
trees flowers and native vegetation grew luxuriantly
kona bananas are of the finest the avocados are equal to
many avocado trees grow on the side
any grown in the islands
of the highway and we would frequently stop to pick some or eat
a ripe one always carrying a spoon and a little sugar in our
paikis
glavas
faikis mangoes were abundant and delicious as were guavas
pineapples where planted grew vigorously the flowering tress
in june and july made some areas a veritable paradise
only a botanist would attempt to enumerate the species and
varieties of the vegetation
As one walked or rode along the highway wherever there was
an opening or clearing on the lower side of the road a beautiful
vista was to be had of the lower slope the shoreline sparkling
in spots with sandy beaches and again with white foam splashing
high as the waves dashed against the lava rocks
beyond the shore as far as the eye could see was the calm
blue ocean marked by currents that gave it the appearance of blue
on blue patch work
were
re called
these markings on the sea we

Hawaii ans
hawaiians

after elder

cox

left

this paper so far about the climate

and the beauty of nature in kona

elder cox and 1I found that many of them had not previously
been visited by the missionaries and it became quite apparent that
many elders laboring in kona felt that of the three categories
hables in administrative positions in commercial
living there the haoles
and agriculture pursuits the japanese working largely in the
Hawaii ans the hawaiians were the only
coffee industry and the hawaiians
ones they could effectively reach and hence all of their efforts
were directed towards the development of the church among the
on one occasion

have said nothing in

and 1I became the senior

elder 1I made it a point to visit all of the haole people living
Keala kekua including the minister of the protestant church
in kealakekua
he welcomed me and my companion and his wife prepared a lovely
lunch for us but he politely declined to discuss religion with
us or hear our message
he bade us god speed in our labors
implying that we should continue as the missionaries had been
doing devoting ourselves to the religious welfare of the hawaiians

7j
aj
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the gods and hence the
the pathway of
ofthe
highway town

name

knowing

of the principal

elder cox and 1I labored together until april of 1922 when
we left the district togo
to go to the mission conference at laie
about two weeks prior to this 1I had a dramatic and specific fulfillment
fill ment of the promise given me by elder ballard no doubt an
important part of the fulfillment was the great urge 1I had to
hei received as 1I studied and built
hel
learn the language and the heip
helo
heir

kealakekua
Kealakekua

interesting activities of the kona area was
the loading of cattle for shipment to honolulu the cattle boats
would anchor about 100 yards off shore in deep water and send in
one of the most

barges to the very edge of the water the cattle would have been
corraled at beach stations the night before and in the early
corralee
morning the cowboys would lasso the

steers

a vocabulary

and one by one gallop

them

out the slightest understanding of what he was saying sentence
melted into sentence and paragraph into paragraph until it all
seemed like one interminable word
one day and 1I can remember the time and place it was at
morning brother cox was
a saints home in holualoa
midmorning
Holu aloa about mid
lanai talking to an elderly hawaiian woman
sitting up on the lanaitalking
1I was sitting on the lowest step playing with some smooth pebbles
all of a sudden 1I became conscious of brother coxs speech and
1I
began to clearly understand many words that 1I had memorized
ny ear at that moment and to my great
seemed to feel a buzz in my

record

elation realized that 1I was hearing and understanding everything
chat day on 1I understood completely
that
thet
elder cox was saying from chac
all that he said in hawaiian and understanding greatly increased

travels took us to a port our first interest
to call at the post office for forwarded mail on december
we were at kailua
ile arrived at kailua in the early morning
lle
at the post office 1I received a short note from my sister
in
sisterin
in salt lake city stating that my wife had given birth to a
whenever our

was
15

and
law
baby

girl

elder cox and 1I visited the saints day by day most of
hawaiian I1 listened to the hum of his hawaiian speech withAs

surf throwing the lasso rope to one of the
crew of the barge who would then pull the animal into the water
until it floated and tie it by the horns to the gunnel of the barge
when
mien
wien
uhen cattle were tied all around the barge it was rowed out
to the ship and there the animals were lifted one by one by the
horns or by a sling under the body up into the ship
kona was also noted as a great fishing area and one could
seldom look out to sea without seeing fishing boats anchored a
short way off shore or father out plying back and forth as the
fishermen
shermen trolled for the larger specimens some of the
fi
swordfish taken from the kona area have been the largest caught
them down through the

on

it

fluency in speaking
elder cox was pleased with my progress in the language to
the point that he persuaded the mission president to call upon
me at conference to speak and to state as he introduced me that
my

although 1I had been expecting word of
this event when it actually arrived 1I was stunned particularly
to try to realize that 1I had been a father for ten days without
on december 5
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1I

would speak in hawaiian

1I

as he congratulated me warmly

evidently

came up

to his expectations

oe koki

to

my

mau no ke

represented

after the meeting

delight at the conference we were reassigned to
ailen and
allen
kona with two additional missionaries elders leo alien
kendall williams to assist us elder cox took one and 1I the
other as we began again our labors in the conference
1I dreaded the time to come when elder cox and 1I would be
separated it occunpa
occutxed however when president smith came to
1I wrote in my diary on
kona to dedicate the chapel in october
october 19 1 1I dont suppose 1I will be fortunate enough to have
another companion like him in fact 1I believe missionaries of
well aloha nui ia
heil
heii
hell
his caliber are very much in the minority heli
much
huch

18

aloha

elder kenneth weaver was sent to replace elder cox he
arrived on october 29 A veteran 0of country missionary work
he easily accommodated himself to our conditions and routine
1I had been notified by president smith that 1
I would be transferred in december elder weaver knew of this and suggested that
we go through the conference together
this we did going first
to north kona the saints responded quickly to elder weavers
easy and friendly manner they listened enrapt as he spoke and
expressed their happiness in his appointment to preside over them
uapoopoo
Ua
Na poopoo we made preparations to go to
after returning to napoopoo
the south As we talked about the trip we decided we would go
without purse or scrip depending entirely upon the goodness of
the people to take care of us there being very little traffic
through the area we expected to cover most of it by walking which

we

left

and walked as

to

miles one way
napoopoo
poopoo area after the sunday morning meetings
the Na

some 75

100

far as kealla

after several visits
home

and

member
nonmember
of a non

hospitality

who

this

along the road evening found us at the
always treated us with great kindness

time was no exception and she invited us

to stay with her for the night
As we chatted after dinner she told us that she had been
teaching school for 34 years and in that time had had 14 children
her husband was a judge in a nearby village As we said goodnight we told her that we would be off very early in the morning
in order to get over the lava flows before the sun became too hot
she made no comment but when we arose at 500 am she was already
in the kitchen preparing breakfast for us

started at 600 visited some saints at papa and dropped
down the long rough trail to milolii on the seashore
here we
visited all of the saints in the village and accepted the hospshe had
itality of a good member who gave us for dinner the best
bestshe
A fork full
some sour poi and very salty fish out of a barrel
of the fish prompted a swift spoon into the poi bowl to counteract
swallowed
swallwed the sour poi it wasnt so hard to
the salt then as we swallwed
get back to a little more fish
we

big banana or some other piece of fruit would have finished
off the meal but there was none to be had
the following day we hiked back up the trial and on some 18
miles to waiohinu we had several members of the church here and
1I was particularly interested in visiting a school teacher who
A
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japan

our

learned in waiohinu of some members who lived on the
homesteads below waiohinu and of a family who lived down at the
seashore in a place called kamilo we spent a day going through
we

thatit

time elapsed before the door was opened

were warmly welcomed and

and having a

bite to eat

after visiting with the family

were asked to spend the night with

to bed we found the warmth of the parents
still in the mattress they had arisen from their own bed
and changed the linen to make a bed for us
the following morning we walked down to the seashore and
spent the day with brother and sister hapai
haval he had seen us
approaching as the area above his house was treelesss and desertlike in the time between seeing us and our arrival he went into
them

that

we

had a long distance to go

before we would get any relief we finally left the seashore and
cut up over the lava plateau toward Naa
naalehu
lehu As we walked my
thirst increasea and 1I finally decided that nothing would
1I repeated this to elder weaver several
quench it but an orange
times and finally he became a little irritated and said why
do you keep talking of oranges
there is no possibility of
finding an orange tree in this desert
finally we went through a fence and in the distance saw a
gat
watering
ering trough for cattle 1I thought here at last was the
Vat
possibility of quenching our thirst As we approached the trough
1I noticed some yellow object on a board that partly covered it
1I fixed my eye on this object and as we came closer and closer 1I
realized that 1I was looking at several oranges brother weaver
may eyes
ray
eyesl
eyell
said what in the world is this 1I cant believe my
we took the oranges they were not even warm from the sun
As 1I peeled one the thought occurred to me why
and were fresh
would we have oranges and water at the same place
then upon
examining the water trough 1I found that the outlet from the pipe
coming
coning down over the plateau into the trough was tightly boarded
up to protect it from breakage by the cattle leaving available
only water unfit for human consumption

approached the house there was considerable bustling about and
we

walked along in the heat of the
heaver
eid
eider weaver
elder
sun 1I became very thirsty and mentioned
rmtioned
rationed it to eld
As we

he agreed thatis
chac
chab
that it was hot and

the dogs began to bark and the lamp went on when we were
within hearing distance we called out our names and as we

little

thirst completely

rising

the homesteads visiting the people and the night with a good
brother and sister As we approached their home in the dark

some

left before the

sun came up and walked for several miles
punalua
punaluu
along the beach toward
the little town of Puna
luu the drinking
towardthe
braakish
brackish
water at hapaiswas partly bra&jsh
braakish and it was difficult to quench
we

memberof
of the church later her grandson joined the
not a member
church and she supported him as he served a mission with us in

was

when we went

the bay and caught two lobsters these his wife prepared for our
dinner and they were delicious
this family lives in this isolated spot extracting a meager
living from fishing and a small garden they were so pleased to
when we
have visitors that we spent all the next day with them
said goodnight we told them that we would be off early in the morning
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we

ate the fruit

and went on our way

22

rejoicing

restaurant near the sugar mill and would we please go there and
eat before the meeting our remonstrances were to no avail
when we entered the restaurant the chinese cook welcomed us and
told us to sit down and our dinner would be ready shortly
in a few minutes he brought us each a big steak with vegetables and hot bread

the oranges got there but
since we were in
finding no satisfactory solution decided that pince
the lords work and were traveling without purse or scrip they
some friendly
soae
had been placed there through the intervention of sone
we made many
nany
cany

guesses as to

how

unseen messenger
we

finally reached the

voad
county goad
road and as

walked along
neaver
1I told elder weaver
heaver

and oranges for several days

1I

he countered with the statement

would

really enjoy a

that there

possibility of our getting steak at the
friends
cahala
in pahala
we

we

visited our

visit

at her

the several houses

we

good steak

homes

home

left
at

peanuts

very slight
of our members or

was a

most active family and asked

might hold a cottage meeting

put out to
meeting

we

cattle
nothing but poi and fish other than the lobster

toward pahala
cahala we passed a herd of

that having had

we

had a good meeting and a good

the following morning
pahala
cahala to walk to the volcano some 18 niles
miles distant
the last little store in the village we saw a pile of
in the window 1I suggested to brother weaver that we buy
eat on the road he reminded me that we were traveling
purse or scrip and shouldnt be spending money for peanuts

to
without
1I agreed and
some

if

we
vie
kie

she agreed and we

rest

we

went on

had not gone very

far

however

when a

little

japanese
were standing

called after us and upon coming up to where we
reached into his pockets and put peanuts into our hands he
made no comment but smiled and ran back to the village
As elder weaver and 1I walked along we marveled at the
boy

inviting the people to the

napoopoo
poopoo we had arranged for our mail to be
before leaving Na
forwarded to pahala
cahala calling at the post office we each received
a letter or two and elder weaver
heaver got a small box sent by his
mother As he opened it and found a half dozen red apples carefully packed 1I reminded him that he had expressed a desire for
an apple as we walked along the road and saw some mangoes which
were too green to eat
when we came back to the members home at dinner time she
uhen
apologized saying that she had little in the house that would be
chinese
inese
palatable to us and so had ordered our dinner at the ch

given us convincing
proof that the lord is mindful of not only the simple needs but
vie had expressed a desire to quench
the wishes of his servants he
our thirst with oranges the oranges were supplied elder weaver
occuresnces of the
occurnmoes

last

two days which had

had wished for an apple it was waiting at the post office we
thought we would like a beef steak and our good member antici-

pated our wants and ordered it for us at the restaurant how the
little boy knew we wanted peanuts we never learned he may have
seen us looking at them in the store window or heard my remark
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and the

but here again our wish was supplied
As 1I tell the story of my labors in kona 1I see the faces of
so many people who though 1I have not seen them for years remain
fixed in my memory and dear to my heart here they are at random
a

A

sister near

but she a most devoted one deprived of church attendance
because of the isolation
islation of her abode she read the scriptures
regularly and made up for her lack of association with the members
by heaping hospitality and love upon the missionaries when they
came to her home
b A dear couple down in kamilo living alone on the
seashore eking out a living from the sea they too far from a

ba

worship in

aries to
c

their

humble home and

come and spend a
A

little

of which preceded

the dear lady mentioned above not a member of the chuch
but out of the goodness of her heart and a great christian spirit
she welcomed and entertained missionaries in her home
hone
she was
55 years old had taught school for 34 years and had had 14
children
f another hawaiian from kalaoa
kalaba who was assigned to me as
a companion for a short period
he had a slight disfigurement
in his face and unruly hair the combination of which would have
denied him any prize at a beauty show but if a picture could
have been taken of his spiri
spirit
spirlt it would have taken a blue ribbon
we slept together on the floor on the ground and on rough lauhala mats oft times 1I would look at his face as he slept and
to me looking through the outward to the inward he was beautiful
kona with its climate its sights its fragrance its
mountains and seashores its clouds and blue skies and mostly
its people will ever be dear to me there 1I learned the meaning
of love and felt the great joy of full service in the work of
the lord
1I an
am not a poet but occasionally 1I indulge
indulae in sentimental
doggerel 1I wrote these lines in my scrapbook soon after
leaving kona
e

member

their

my mylearning
learning

his

the volcano wife of a rancher he not a

chapel or even from other church members carried on

principles of the gospel

own

ay
1y waited for the missionpatiently
pacient
patient

night or two

non member
baby born to a mother married to a nonmember

the most beautiful baby 1I have ever seen
d A family at realia the mother had died and the father
was raising five sons and a daughter
their home was a mile or
so above the county road and could be reached only by foot or
on the back of an animal
Hawaii ans
these were pure hawaiians
all of
the children spoke english learned at school but preferred to
use hawaiian when at home with their father he was the presithe
dent of the pahoehoe branch and never missed a meeting
oldest of his sons became my missionary companion for several
weeks and 1I shall ever treasure the days spent with him listening
to his wonderful hawaiian speech and trying to teach him english
on the kahuku
kahuhu ranch
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KONA

there are

no grass shacks

in kona

and hawaiians dont wela ka hao
tho sometimes steel guitars are heard
on the beach at hoonaunau

but that isnt the charm of kona
a deeper more subtle thing
it is more than a song in the moonlight
or the swish of the hula swing

its
it

be the swaying palm trees
or the slope of the coffee grove
it may be the spray of the waves
or the calm of a sheltered cove
may

oer

sweep of the hillside
the swepof
swetof
its
stretching up up under the clouds

perhaps

or maybe the break in the forest
where the tumbling lava crowds

the ocean pathways glisten
when seen from the high winding road
how picturesque the old native
with his donkey carrying a load

like the charm of a lovely lady
whose virtue with beauty combines
to weave the spell of her presence
and no one point defines

so kona and her people
the slope the clouds and the sea
sweet perfusion
combine in sweetperfusion
to bring enchantment to me

the rocks

